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that such an expedition into Egyptian territory would be
regarded  in  England  as  an   ' unfriendly  act/   and  the
hostility of the  French Press was  so  violent that the
Queen doubted whether it would be advisable for her to
travel through France and spend her spring holiday at
Cimiez.1    A   second  bright spot was that there might
be trouble ahead for England in  South  Africa.     The
English   Uitlanders   in   the   gold-mining district of the
Witwatersrand were bitterly complaining of their un-
franchised status, and President Kruger had sent a telegram
to   the   Emperor  on   the  occasion  of his   birthday in
January, hoping that the Transvaal and Germany would
form ties of the closest friendship.    A third bright spot
was that the friendly relations lately established between
England and  Russia by his  encircling uncle were not
developing  in   the  way  he  had  feared.    Very  violent
Anglophobe articles had been appearing in the Russian
Press, and it was supposed that they were written by a man
with whom the Tsar was on most friendly terms.    They
had produced so bad an impression in England that the
Queen wrote privately to the Tsar hoping that he would
let it be known that he disapproved of them.    These
possible sources of trouble for England, it must be under-
stood, were agreeable to the Emperor, only because they
threatened   the   cordiality  of her  relations  with  other
countries.    On the other hand, it was disagreeable that
Lord Salisbury had again become Prime Minister, for he
put a positively derisory price on the value of an alliance
with Germany: in fact he put no price on it at all.    But
the Emperor wrote to the Queen wishing her joy on his
return to power, and looked forward to much joy of his
own in his coming visit to Cowes in the summer of
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